Horse Haven of Tennessee
Equine Advocates, Rescue & Investigations
Our mission is to advocate for, rescue, protect, and defend our God-given
equine from abuse and neglect in Tennessee.
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Good News- Blountville Case!

We finally got a judgment in the Blountville case that left 20
horses in limbo since June 2007. This case included some horses with stellar pedigrees such as the grandson
and great grandson of the famous Triple Crown winner “Secretariat,” and the grandson of “Affirmed” the last
Triple Crown winner. After they were turned over to us by the courts “Rainaway” aka Phreddie was transported
to Virginia where he will live out his life at the new Virginia State Fairgrounds, the birthplace of Secretariat.
We were so honored to deliver him to his new “forever” home.

Good News – Cumberland County Case! Four horses from a case in Cumberland County
remained in limbo for a long time because the owner refused to claim ownership. They were finally released
after a bargain was made, and we were able to place them into our adoption program.

Good News – “Jeph” This horse (pictured below) was running at large with an unattended leg
wound that needed major medical help. With the support of the UT Large Animal Hospital, “Jeph” is now on
the road to a full recovery, and looking for his new forever home.

“Jeph” is once again sound and looking for a forever home.

Lawsuit - With all the good Horse Haven has done over the past nine years, it was sad and frustrating when
someone decided to sue us this year for the work we do. It started when we were called on by the State to
provide shelter and care for five horses from a case in McMinn County. The owner was found not guilty by a
jury of his peers and defended himself by stating “I didn’t know and I love my horses.” We were told by the
State not to return the animals to the owner until the judge made her final ruling (which happened many months
later.) When the judge finally decided to release the animals back to the owner, she gave him 20 days to pick
them up. These animals he professed to “love” in court were finally picked up from our facility after the 19th
day. Horse Haven received no compensation for the 15 months of care we provided these animals. Instead, we
were sued for allegedly taking the defendant’s animals wrongfully and to date, we have accumulated $2,600 in
legal expenses. It’s such a shame we must defend ourselves for the services we provide, especially when we
provide these services for free.

Hay -

With the 2007 drought behind us, hay was not as hard to come by this year, but the price remains four
times higher than 2006. Experts say we will never see those lower prices again. With winter quickly
approaching we have put up our winter hay supply, so we know we can feed our residents through the winter.
Horse Haven has cared for more than 250 animals since 1999.

The Need for Your Support - Caring for a horse is expensive. Even though we receive some
donated or discounted services, we must still pay for farrier care, vet care, medicines, special feed, and more for
the animals we are responsible for. Gas prices have caused hay and feed prices to skyrocket and have put our
budget into a tailspin. Between paying more for hay and fuel, and unexpected legal fees, we have depleted
funds needed to run daily operations. We need our supporters now more than ever before.
www.horsehaven.net

(865) 609-4030

“Boo’s” Story

“Boo” before the neglect

“Boo” on her day of rescue

“Boo” is just one of the hundreds of horses we have cared for at Horse Haven. Six months before we rescued
her, she was a beautiful horse (as you can see in the photo on the left). A divorce and family obligations meant
that after 8 years of being a part of the family, they had to say goodbye to “Boo.” The new owner promised a
forever home and love from their grandchildren. Where “Boo” really ended up was at an East Tennessee public
riding stable that was looking for a kid-broke horse to add to their line and rent out. Because “Boo” suffers from
arthritis in her front knees, she couldn’t handle the everyday strain. She was dumped in a field across from the
stable to fend for herself. With no grass to eat, or teeth to chew hay (she is 25+), she began to slowly starve.
Today “Boo” is coming along well. Because of her age we have her on a slow re-feeding program. She loves her
special mash, and lets us know when we enter the barn we better feed her first! Her coat is once again bright
and shiny. Just last week we got a tremendous sign of gratitude from her when she ran up the hill, tail arched,
and began bucking and kicking, to let us know she was just enjoying life. Horses like “Boo” remind us why
Horse Haven of Tennessee is needed so badly: to give a voice to those that cannot speak for themselves.
Our plea to you this Holiday Season is to join Horse Haven of Tennessee in making a difference in the lives of
horses in need. Your donation, no matter how big or small, will be set to work right away, providing muchneeded food, shelter, and love for these magnificent animals. You’ll have the satisfaction of knowing that you
are helping to provide the care that these animals so desperately need and want.
Winter months are the most difficult for horses. Cases of neglect increase and that’s why we need your help
now so that when horses are in need of rescue, Horse Haven is ready.
Please say “Neigh” to horse abuse/neglect by sending your tax-deductible donation today.
Sincerely,

Nina L. Margetson
Nina L. Margetson
Executive Director
The Abused and Neglected Horses of Tennessee Need Your Help!
Your support is vital! All Horse Haven activities are supported solely through private contributions and membership fees.

Help us get ready for Winter by becoming a member today!
_____ Child $10

_____Adult $25 _____ Family $45 _____Guardian $100

____Sponsoring $250

I don’t wish to become a member at this time but would like to make a donation of $ _________.
Payment method: ___ check enclosed made payable to HHT
___ Visa
___ Mastercard

___ Online gift – Please make your donation at
www.horsehaven.net

Account Number _________________________________ Expiration Date ___________ 3 digit code on back ________
Signature: ______________________________________ Billing Address ______________________________________
(if different then below)

Name:___________________________________________________________________________________
Address:______________________________City:
__________________________State:____________Zip:____________
Phone: _____________________ Email:_______________________________________________________

Mail To:

Please make your checks payable to HHT.

H.H.T. - P.O. Box 22841 - Knoxville, TN 37933

www.horsehaven.net

(865) 609-4030

